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After a day of sampling Sandwich’s many 
touristic offers, why not unwind in one of the 
many varied but equally individual public 
houses each with their own special ambience.  

Welcome to Sandwich,
 we can’t wait to show you
 what we have to offer!

Welcome to

SANDWICH
 

A town with surprises and treasures 
around every quirky corner. A place
with something for everyone: history, 
architecture, golf, food and drink, 
nature, antiques and boutique 
shopping experiences. Sandwich is far 
more than you imagine.

This ancient Cinque Port, steeped in history, 
with a labyrinth of streets is the perfect place 
to indulge yourself in a variety of interests and 
culture. Whilst surrounded by the beauty of 
historic buildings, unique shopping experiences 
and an array of dining opportunities to suit 
every palate, whatever your taste, age or whim. 

This charming town has a wealth of historic 
houses, churches and public buildings dating 
back as far as the 12th century to interest the 
expert and novice alike. 

If you prefer the fresh air, the beautiful natural 
surroundings that Sandwich has to offer 
includes coastal walks, up close experiences 
at our Bird Observatory and our resident seal 
colony in their natural environment.

If sport is your thing, we have three 
internationally renowned golf courses to 
entertain and challenge you, including Royal St 
Georges Golf Club a regular host of The Open. 
We also have tennis courts, where lessons are 
available daily, two fully equipped gymnasiums 
and a state-of-the-art county standard 
competition pool at Dover Leisure Centre, just 
8 miles away.  You never need to feel that you 
have missed out on fulfilling your steps or your 
health app!



HERITAGE SITES AND
TOURIST ATTRACTIONS
There is absolutely no escaping the fact that 
Sandwich is renowned for being one of the 
most complete medieval towns in England. It is 
the perfect place for the history enthusiast but 
there is enough variety and exciting offers to 
entice even the most confirmed modernist.

Getting Started
The perfect place to start your visit is 
Sandwich Guildhall Museum. Located in 
the very heart of Sandwich, this museum 
tells the story of the town from pre-history 
to the modern day, taking in the important 
Roman influence at Richborough Fort, the 
role of Sandwich as a significant Cinque Port and 
the story of the Jewish refugees evacuated from 

Germany to Sandwich in 1939. 
This is all housed in the historic 
setting of the 16th century 
Guildhall.  Also, on display is 
the impressive pairing of the 
Magna Carta and the Charter 
of the Forest, one of only four 
places in the world where you 
can view these two rare and 
important documents together.

The Tudor court room, scarcely untouched, provides 
a rare insight into the past. Rich in stories and 
atmosphere, this historic gem can be viewed as part 
of the museum by appointment. 

Open Weds-Sun 10.00-16.00 all year (and Bank 
Holiday Mondays)  Free Entry.

Religion, Refugees and Revolution
Our historic churches, of which have have an 
important part to play in showcasing the very best 
snapshots of how The Church has shaped and 
evolved throughout Britain’s history. The architectural 
bones themselves form the narrative of the 
foundation of faith, politics and daily life in Britain. 

United Reformed Church 
One of the earliest surviving independent Chapels, 
dating back to 1706, this church is intrinsically 
linked with the French and Belgian refugees who 
fled persecution for their Protestantism in mainland 
Europe and found asylum in Britain. At the core of 
the church stand two wooden masts donated by 
French refugees in the 17th century in thanks for 
hospitality shown by the church.   
For more information please see the website 
www.sandwich-urc.co.uk 

St Clement’s
Church
Still serving as the parish 
church, it plays an active 
part in the town’s religious 
and civic calendar.  Dating 
from the 12th century, the 
church is also an important 
historic building, boasts a 
Norman tower, impressive 
decorative stonework and 
well-preserved medieval 
floor tiles.  Open to the 
public during the summer 
months.  
For more information please see the website 
www.stclementschurchsandwich.org.uk 

St Peter’s Church
Now a redundant church, this wonderful building in 
the centre of Sandwich is notorious for its bell tower 
with cupola roof. To experience the best view of 
Sandwich we highly recommend you brave the spiral 
stairs to the top of the tower. For those who don’t 
have a head for heights, the church itself has many 
interesting features to explore and a pretty garden 
in which to sit and relax. The church also hosts craft 
fairs and charity events. 
For more information please see the website 
www.stpeterschurch-sandwich.org.uk 



History Society Tours
Whether you are on a shoestring budget or enjoying 
an indulgent weekend, you can’t do better than 
a resident’s view of Sandwich. Book a tour with 
History Society Guides, who will lead you through 
the tumultuous, fascinating and sometimes amusing 
narrative of Sandwich.  This experience is insightful 
without having to break the bank!
For more information please refer to their website
www.sandwichlocalhistorysociety.org.uk

St Mary’s Art Centre 
Now a redundant church, this 11th century 
building serves as a unique atmospheric and 
inspiring arts and events venue.  As a Grade 
I listed building and recorded within the 
National Heritage List for England, it is a site 
not to be missed. 
For more information please see the website 
www.stmarysartscentre.org.uk 

St Bartholomew’s Chapel
Built in 1190 St Bartholomew’s Hospital 
served as a shelter for pilgrims travelling to 
Canterbury to the shrine of St Thomas and housed 
the elderly and poor of Sandwich. Today you can 
visit the early 13th century chapel within the grounds 
of the hospital and admire its original stained-glass 
windows. Financed by the spoils of the 1217 Battle of 

Sandwich this chapel is a 
rare living example of the 
importance of pilgrimage 
from the medieval period 
to the present day. You 
can view the chapel, 
by appointment only 
througgh the Visitor 
Information Centre.

The Delf Stream
From the beginning of the 13th century Sandwich 
was supplied with water from a man-made medieval 
channel called the Delf Stream. Thought to be 
constructed to supply St Bartholomew’s Hospital, 
The Delf supplied water to residents until 1899. 
Today the stream flows under pavements and 
alongside many of the 15th century, Grade II listed 
residential properties and provides an interesting 
trail through the town.

Medieval Heritage Centre
If you wish to fully appreciate the rich history of the 
town, a visit to the Sandwich Medieval Trust, based 
on a wooden boatyard building on the quayside, is 
a must!  Here you will find a living museum with a 
fascinating focus on maritime and land-based crafts, 
which include weaving, metalwork and a forge.
For opening hours and further details of workshops 
and exhibits see www.sandwichmedieval.org



OUT Of THE ORDINARy

White Mill Rural Heritage Centre
Based in an 18th century restored windmill, this 
must-see site shines a light on the crafts and life of 
rural Sandwich. Retaining all its original machinery, 
exhibits include farming and craft tools, kitchen 
and laundry equipment, a complete wheelwright’s 
workshop and a blacksmith’s forge. The Miller’s 
Cottage and other outbuildings house an extensive 
exhibition illustrating the Mill’s fascinating history.  
For more information please see the website 
www.whitemillheritagecentre.org.uk 

USN P22
Sandwich’s Quay is now home to an unusual 
maritime attraction – one of the town’s most recent 
historic gems, it featured in the Academy Award 
winning blockbuster Dunkirk. The USN P22 patrolled 
the Rhine during the Cold War. After a fascinating 
journey it is now open to visitors by appointment. To 
arrange a tour to explore the developing Cold War 
museum taking shape on the very decks of this boat 
please see their website www.P22.org.uk

Richborough fort
Established as a military base after the Romans 
landed in AD 43, this site provides a window into 
the Roman Invasion that shaped Britain. Walk in 
the footsteps of our ancestors and experience the 
eerie remains of what was once a great bustling port 
and the gateway to Britain. Now under the care of 

English Heritage, it has 
an onsite visitor’s centre.  
For more information 
please see their website 
www.english-heritage.
org.uk or telephone 
01304 612013.
Around a 35min walk 
from Sandwich.

farm Shops
We are lucky in Sandwich to be able to boast some 
traditionally Kentish farm shops offering Garden of 
England produce.  

If you visit Felderland Farm Shop there is the option 
to ‘pick your own’ and you can come away with the 
satisfaction of knowing that the fresh, seasonal fruit and 
veg has travelled the short journey from source to your 
kitchen.

Alongside farm produce the Delf Farm Shop also stocks 
plants and fresh, locally made ready meals to ensure that 
you can still access healthy meals conveniently without 
eating into your precious holiday time.

White Mill is a traditional farm shop stocking quality, 
fresh produce grown on the family farm nearby,  Here 
you will find everything from bacon, sausages and 
eggs for your weekend fry-up, to other local products, 
including plants, coal, logs and kindling for your fire.

All the farm shops are within walking distance from the 
town and excellent places to pick up seasonal extras 
such as fresh spring flowers, baked goods, pumpkins and 
Christmas trees.

Please refer to our Visitor Information Centre or farm 
shop websites for opening times and seasonal offerings.



Vineyards
Owing to its unique combination of climate and 
soil, South East Kent is fast becoming known for its 
viticulture. Vineyards across the region are not only 
recognised for their award-winning wines, but also 
offer specialist tours, tastings, cafés and restaurants 
to make your visit truly special.  Barnsole Vineyard, 
Chartham Vineyard, Simpsons Wine Estate and 
Terlingham Vineyard are just a few that can be found 
locally.  For a full list please contact our Visitor 
Information Centre for further details.

Markets
Markets have been an integral part of Sandwich 
for centuries and the Guildhall forecourt still host 
weekly markets every Wednesday, Thursday and 
Saturday. 

Other speciality markets are also held here 
throughout the year, including food and craft 
markets, which offer a taste of what our wonderful 
county can produce, together with other speciality 
markets held on festival weekend events.  

Please refer to their website for more details 
www.sandwichevents.org.uk 

Empire Cinema
Step back in time at Sandwich’s Empire Cinema.  
This art deco building is reminiscent of the golden 
age of cinema. As well as catching a current movie, 
the cinema also showcases vintage and foreign 
films.  Please refer to their website for more details 
www.empirecinemas.co.uk



fESTIVALS
Sandwich has a dynamic and exciting 
calendar of events which brings the town to 
life throughout the year.  Whether it‘s food, 
vintage, music or culture that takes your fancy, 
the festival season is not to be missed! 

Please refer to their website for details 
www.sandwichevents.org.uk





BE ACTIVE

Sport and Leisure 

Whilst Sandwich is renowned for being the 
most medieval town in England, we pride 
ourselves on keeping healthy and have a lot to 
offer for a small town!

Cycle rides
If cycling is your passion, the national cycle 
network is used by four million people each 
year. 

Sandwich is almost at the beginning of the 
fantastically challenging National Cycle Route 
1 making us the perfect place to stop off for 
your first java break.  Recent research shows 
that stopping for a coffee is as effective as 
a caffeine gel!  Therefore, why not make the 
most of Sandwich’s café culture for your first 
picturesque port of call. 

If you prefer to explore our beautiful town on 
two wheels, cycle hire is available. 

For more information please visit our Visitor 
Information Centre, where maps of the local 
area can be found together with cycle hire 
information and routes.

Walking
Sandwich is located 60 miles 
into the iconic 163-mile Saxon 
Shore Way walk.  This leg of the 
walk takes you to the Roman 
Fort at Richborough, through 
Sandwich and onto Deal taking 
in many of the picturesque 
views and buildings along the 
way.  If you would rather stay 
closer to home, why not walk 
the five-mile round trip which 
crosses the white bridge over 
the river, out to two of the golf 
courses, along the beach and 
back into the town.  

Alternatively, take a quintessentially Kentish 
walk to the charming village of Worth. Situated 
two miles from Sandwich, Worth provides 
a lovely stopping point to admire the duck 
pond, pretty cottages and church, or to take 
sustenance at one of the village’s two pubs.  
The almost entirely traffic free route takes 
you past the Bird Observatory and through 
Kentish orchards for a peaceful and restorative 
experience.

To burn off your lunch and take in some of 
the town’s most historic sights, the 30 minute 
circular route around the town walls is the 
perfect for those planning a short visit.



Golf
If you like to tee off amongst spectacular 
coastal views with challenging sand dunes, 
you can walk in the footsteps of your golfing 
heroes and turn back the clock to indulge 
in the golden age of the sport. Sandwich’s 
clubs are steeped in tradition, mixed with the 
comfort and luxury of modern golfing.  We 
boast three internationally renowned golf 
courses: Royal St Georges, which bore witness 
to the first Open played outside Scotland, or 
Royal Cinque Port, previous host to The Open; 
and Princes, named as Britain’s finest course by 
Gene Sarazen.  All three courses are available 
for you to enjoy a round upon and imagine 
how the Greats felt walking up the 18th fairway, 
having won The Open! 

Royal St Georges Golf Club is proudly hosting
The Open 2021. Located on the Kent coastline,
the Sandwich links will showcase the world’s
best players as they compete for the Claret
Jug in The 149th Open, making Sandwich an
exciting town throughout the run up to and
during the event itself.

Tennis
If your dream has always been to become a 
Roger Federer or Serena Williams, Sandwich’s 
three, well established, all weather tennis 
courts are easily accessible and located close 
to the Quayside.  The club offers coaching and 
an automatic player matching service.
For more information please visit Facebook – 
Sandwich Tennis Club Kent.

Bowls
If you desire a more leisurely afternoon dressed 
in white why not visit our friendly bowls club, 
located next to Sandwich’s Scheduled Ancient 
Monument, the Mill Wall.
Please contact the club via telephone
01304 611100

Other
activities 

For those with a 
more adventurous 
spirit, activities such 
as fishing, horse 
riding, obstacle 
courses and rowing 
to name a few, can 
all be experienced 
locally. 

for more 
information please 
refer to our Visitor 
Information Centre 
for details.



NATURE

Nature Reserves 
Although Sandwich is a bustling town, you don’t 
need to wander too far outside the town centre 
to find yourself surrounded by diverse nature and 
countryside.  

Monks Wall Nature Reserve, Gazen Salts Nature 
Reserve, Sandwich Bay Bird Observatory Trust, 
Ham Fen and Pegwell Bay Country Park have 
something to offer all preferences, whether you’re 
looking for a walk in the fresh air, getting up close 
to rare flora and fauna, or making the most of the 
abundant photographic opportunities. 

Please refer to our Visitor Information Centre for 
further information.

Wildlife Parks
We are fortunate to have a wildlife park on our 
doorstep. Wingham Wildlife Park is Kent’s fastest 
growing zoo and is home to a wide variety of 
animals from big cats to birds, reptiles to rhinos. 
Howlett’s Wild Animal Park is Kent’s original zoo 
and an adventure like no other. Port Lympne 
Hotel and Reserve offers visitors over 600 acres 
of wildlife with a day out at Kent’s best Safari.

Please refer to our Visitor Information Centre or 
relevant organisations website for opening times 
and further information.



GARDENS
If your trip to the Garden of England leaves you 
wanting to enjoy the serenity and impressive 
gardens of the past then you really should visit 
The Salutation, Goodnestone Park and Walmer 
Castle’s gardens.

Please refer to our Visitor Information Centre or 
relevant organisations website for opening times 
and further information.

The Salutation
The Salutation is a grade I listed house in Sandwich. 
It was designed and built by Edwin Lutyens in a 
Queen Anne style in 1911–12, as a weekend home and 
country retreat for members of the Farrer family.

Currently closed - Please refer to the relevant 
organisations website for further information.

Goodnestone Park Gardens
Based in the charming village of Goodnestone, 
the parkland and walled gardens belonging to the 
stately home are excellent for families and garden 
enthusiasts alike.  The house, often visited by 
Jane Austen, is also worth a visit for any literary 
enthusiast.

Walmer Castle
As residence of the Lord Warden of the Cinque 
Ports this fascinating fortress is set amongst 
beautiful formal gardens and a small woodland. You 
can lose yourself in the tranquillity of this Castle 
by enjoying the beautifully sculptured hedgerows, 
stunning pavilion and serene mirror-like pond. 

Just a stone’s throw from the sea you can also enjoy 
beautiful views out towards France on a clear day.   



The Local Area
Sandwich is the perfect location to base yourself 
if you wish to explore the local area, including the 
seaside towns of Deal, Dover, Ramsgate, Margate 
and Broadstairs. Alternatively you can head 
inland to vist the historic city of Canterbury, with 
all it as to offer, or explore the North Downs Way.

Deal

Deal

Dover Dover

Margate Margate

Broadstairs

Broadstairs

White Cliffs of Dover

Canterbury

Canterbury North Downs Way



Global Cuisine
If you fancy something a little more exotic, 
Sandwich boasts restaurants which serve food 
from around the world, including Italian, Caribbean, 
French, Indian, Thai and beyond.  

Relaxed Grub 
For a quicker meal that still offers great quality 
without having to splash the cash, Sandwich has fish 
and chip shops, pizza restaurants and other take 
away establishments. You can enjoy these at home 
or picnicking on the benches with stunning views 
along the Rope Walk by the river.  There are also 
cafés and teas shops, many of which serve food until 
early evening.

For a full list of Sandwich eateries please refer to 
www.visitsandwich.co.uk/food_and_drink 

fOOD and DRINK
Sandwich boasts a wide range of food and 
drink options, whatever the preference of 
occasion.

Sandwiches and Afternoon Teas
As the namesake of the humble sandwich, it is only 
fitting that the town has many cafés and tea shops 
which serve varied menus throughout the day. 
Whether you are looking for an all-day breakfast or 
an afternoon tea you can find it all here in Sandwich.

Pubs, Wine Bar and Restaurants
Kent is famed for its fresh produce and homegrown 
ales and wines. There are a number of watering 
holes and restaurants in Sandwich with their own 
variations on traditional Kentish menus as well as 
those who have taken a more novel approach to 
dining options, whilst still utilising fresh and varied 
produce. 



SANDWICH TOWN TRAILS
The two trails take about 60 to 90 minutes to 
complete, depending on your walking speed. 
They can be taken as a whole but we advise 
that visitors do one section and then take a 
meal break in one of the many excellent pubs 
or restaurants. You can then embark on the 
second trail or return on another occasion 
to complete your explorations. Information 
Boards are sited at each marked point to 
enhance your experience.

TRAIL ONE

1  Sandwich Guildhall - Built in 1579 and open for 
guided tours by appointment. John Montagu, the 
4th Earl of Sandwich is said to have invented the 
modern sandwich in 1762 at the gaming table, when
he asked for meat to be served between slices of 
bread to avoid interrupting gameplay.

2  Moat Sole - St Thomas’ Hospital, named in
honour of St Thomas Becket. In 1392 it 
accommodated 12 poor people.

3  The Butts - Used in medieval times as an archery 
practice field – it is believed to be the site where 
Henry V’s archers practiced before sailing for their 
famous victory at Agincourt, France, in 1415.

4  Gallows field - Once the town’s place of 
execution, where felons were hanged and witches 
were drowned. Last hangings took place in the 1790s.

5  Strand Street - Probably contains more half-
timbered houses than any other street in England, 
most of which are still inhabited.

6  St. Mary’s Church - Built by the Normans on the 
site of a Saxon nunnery, the church was destroyed 
during the French raids of 1217 and 1457 and later 
rebuilt.

7  Kings Lodging - Dating from 1400, this is 
possibly the finest period house in the town. Henry 
VIII said to have lodged here, as did Elizabeth I 
during her visit in 1572.

8  Sandwich Weavers - A beautiful building 
formerly used as a home and workshop by 16th 
century Dutch refugees.

9  St. Peter’s Church - Climb up to the top of 
the tower (Haven Heights) past the bell and clock 
chambers for magnificent views over Sandwich.

TRAIL TWO

A  St. Peter’s Street - Originally called Jail Street, 
the medieval gaol buildings can still be seen.

B  The Barbican & Toll Bridge - The tradition of 
collecting a fee to cross the river dates back to King 
Canute who first granted a charter to the Monks of 
Christchurch in Canterbury to operate a ferry in the 
early 11th century. Bridge toll collection ended in 1977.

C  The Quay and Slipway - From here in medieval 
times, kings and their armies embarked for the wars 
in France.

D  The Bulwark - Sandwich has a remarkable 
history of violent raids and invasions. The town was 
entirely walled in 1385 by order of Richard II.

E  St. Clement’s Church - Saxon in origin, Town 
Mayors were elected here by Common Consent until 
1683. Any mayor refusing the honour had his house 
demolished.

f  King Street - Dutch and Flemish Protestants 
fleeing Catholic oppression by the Spanish settled 
here and built and renovated many houses in their 
distinctive style.

G  Ropewalk - Once used for ships’ rope-making 
which required a long, straight stretch for ‘walking 
out’.

H  St. Bartholomew’s - One of the oldest 
established hostels for travellers and pilgrims, dating 
back to 1190, it is now a home for the local elderly. 
Its nearby Chapel was funded from the spoils of the 
1217 Battle of Sandwich.
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USEfUL
INfORMATION
Our Visitor Information Centre is located
within the Guildhall building:

The Guildhall, Cattle Market,
Sandwich, Kent, CT13 9AH
t. 01304 617197 
e. tourism@sandwichtowncouncil.gov.uk
w. www.sandwichtowncouncil.gov.uk

Discover White Cliffs Country 
www.whitecliffscountry.org.uk

Trains
www.southeasternrailway.co.uk

Buses
www.stagecoachbus.com

Supermarkets

Co-Op 
Moat Sole, Sandwich, CT13 9AL

Spar
16-20 Market Street, Sandwich, CT13 9PA

for where to
stay, eat and drink
please visit
www.open-sandwich.co.uk 
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