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EXCITING PROGRAMME OF EVENTS DURING THE 149TH OPEN 
 

Sandwich Town Council has resolved to fully support the schedule of events that 
are being organised by a number of local businesses via Sandwich Chamber of 
Commerce, to take place over the weekend of The 149th Open (Thursday 16th 
July – Sunday 19th July 2020). 
 
The Council had received a proposal from an event organiser who has worked 
successful in Rye and Deal, however, the proposal that was received from the 
Chamber of Commerce received the Council’s full support. 
 
Cllrs Mark Lintott and Tony Broun, and officer Mrs A Hollobon-Baxter have now 
been delegated to work with the Chamber of Commerce to assist where possible 
to help deliver a series of events that will attract visitors from The 149th Open into 
the town, provide new activities for residents to enjoy, and encourage support for 
the local business community. 

 
Local Businessman, Mr Steve Ruston reported “The newly revitalised and 
energised Sandwich Chamber of Commerce has proven to be a successful 
vehicle in reaching out to local business and engaging interest in the fantastic 
opportunities that come with the return of The Open to Royal St Georges course. 
We have worked together in developing a strategy that will encourage the towns 
trades and businesses to participate in showcasing our town and developing a 
lasting legacy that will act as a platform for economic growth. This is at a time 
when every opportunity must be seized and we need to embrace the change that 
necessary to see Sandwich return to the golden days of growth and prosperity 
within its commercial offer. Not only will this opportunity for growth benefit our 
trading offer but the residual fallout from this can only increase the prosperity of 
the town as a whole in sustaining us as a tourist destination and a place where 
people will want to live.” 
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Cllr Mark Lintott reported that “the Chamber of Commerce’s attention to detail is 

extremely professional and their enthusiasm for the project is quite infectious.” 

 

Anyone interested in finding out more should contact Vice President of Sandwich 

Chamber of Commerce Mr Dan Friend (dan@hilas.org.uk / 07723364042) or 

local businessman Mr Steve Ruston (steveruston8@gmail.com / 01304 449190).   

 

Further updates, as these plans develop and are approved by Dover District 

Council’s Events Safety Advisory Group, will be posted on the “Sandwich 

Chamber of Commerce” and “Sandwich, Kent – forum” Facebook pages. 
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